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already taken rank among the classics of the subject. Mr. Root is a 
member of the Institute of International Law, to which the Nobel 
peace prize was awarded in 1904, — the first and only instance since the 
fund was established in which an institution has been thus recognized. 
The Nobel peace prize for the year 1911 was awarded to the distinguished 
founder of the Institute, the late Dr. T. M. C. Asser; and now again for 
the third time in thirteen years, the services of international law and 
the international lawyers to the great and growing cause of world peace, 
are fittingly recognized. 

THE AWARD OP THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE TO SENATOR HENRI 

LAFONTAINE 

Henri LaFontaine, of Belgium, who has been awarded the Nobel peace 
prize for 1913, has devoted his life with complete consecration to the 
work of internationalism, and is identified with this movement in many 
of its phases. Allying himself when a young man with organized labor, 
he later became a socialist as well, and as the representative of the social 
democrats was elected a member of the Belgian Senate in 1895, of which 
body he still continues to be a member. Sir William Randal Cremer, 
with whom Senator LaFontaine was intimately associated and from 
whose example he drew much of his inspiration, is the only other repre- 
sentative of organized labor who has been recognized in the award of 
the Nobel prize. 

In 1894, Senator LaFontaine became one of the founders of L'Univer- 
site 1 Nouvelle, at Brussels, in which he has since occupied the chair of 
international law. In 1897, he founded his famous "House of Docu- 
mentation," where he proposes to file and index everything printed in 
the world. This institution was followed in 1910 by the organization of 
the Union of International Associations, the Central Office of which is 
now established in Brussels, in commodious quarters furnished by the 
government. Two world congresses of international associations have 
since been held under its auspices. They demonstrated the practica- 
bility and the advantage of a central organization for all international 
associations, scientific, literary, sociological, — of whatever character, 
through which their cooperation and close sympathy can be secured in 
all fields of internationalism. 

Senator LaFontaine is one of the most active members of the Inter- 
parliamentary Union. He has been the president of the Bureau Inter- 
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nationale de la Paix at Berne since 1907, and secretary of the Belgian 
Society for Peace and Arbitration since 1889. 

In all of these capacities his tireless pen is constantly adding to the 
literature of pacifism. The Annuaire de la Vie Internationale is his 
conception, and largely his work, as is also the new periodical, La Vie 
Internationale. His most important contributions to permanent litera- 
ture are The Code of International Arbitration; Documentary History of 
International Arbitration (1794-1900) and Bibliography of Peace and 
Arbitration. The second of these works, published under the title Pasi- 
crisie Internationale, is recognized as his most important contribution 
to literature, and as the standard authority on the subject. It is a his- 
tory of what may be termed modern international arbitrations from 1794 
to 1900. In this connection it will be recalled that the Treaty of No- 
vember 19, 1794, between the United States and Great Britain, provided 
for the settlement of a number of outstanding questions by mixed com- 
missions. Prior to this date, there had been no general resort to arbitra- 
tion. The year 1794, therefore, has been selected by international law- 
yers as marking the beginning of modern international arbitration; and 
Mr. LaFontaine's work was prepared with a view to giving the texts of 
all compromis entered into between the nations of the world from that 
date to the year 1900. It is the most comprehensive work of this kind 
ever published, and is recognized as of the highest importance and au- 
thority to those interested in studying the development of international 
arbitration as a method of settlement of disputes between nations. 

It is thus plain that the Nobel Committee of Award has bestowed the 
prize for 1913 upon one whose devotion to the cause of internationalism 
has been proven by life-long service and by contributions whose value 
the world has long recognized 



